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Summary

During August, 1987, the Avataq Cultural TInstitute conducted an

archaeologiéal salvage project at the JgEj-17 site, Quaqtaq, Northern

Quebec. This project, sponsofed by Hydro-Quebec, was necessitéted_by the

use in 1986 of part of the site as a gravel pit for the construction of

foundations for the new electrical generating plan in the village. The

objectives of the project were to rescue eroding cultural data and to
sfabiliée through excavation thé‘erosion of ¢u1tura1 deposifs bordefing
on the gravel pit. -

The principal field activitiés cérfied out centred on the

systematic sampling and controlled excavation of 121n2 in the immediate

vicinity of the gravel pit.- In all, 2 identified tent rings and 2

ﬁabitation' ZOneé were excavated either wholly or in part. These
excavations yielded a total of 23 lithic'objects. These few specimens,

combined with the habitétion_structures,_nevertheless'tend'to confirm a

Dorset culture affiliation for the site. A possible earlier Pre-Dorset

_occupatioﬁ of the site also is be speculated.

In order to protect the site from additional disturbance, it is

recommended that further use of the gravel pit be prbhibited and that

the site be monitored at regular intervals. It is also recommended that

all future Hydro-Quebec coustruction projects, regardless of scope, in

Northern Quebéé Inuit territories be preceeded by an archaeologiéal.

impact study.




REsumé

-

- Eh aoﬁt'1987, l'Institut culturel Avataq inc. a &té& mandaté par

vii

'_Hydro~Quebec pour réaliser une fou111e de sauvetage sur une partie du- -

sita JgEj~ 17 “dans 1la Munlctpalite de Quaqtaq, Nouveau- Quebec. Ce pro;et.

- de sauvetage-,archeologique a &té rendu necessaire 3 la suite de

d'emprunt pour la construction des fondations de la nouvelle centrale

glectrique du village. L'objeétif des travaﬁx de terrain é&tait de

‘fouiller 1a zone jouxtant la limite du banc d'emprunt de fagon i

'saﬁvegardér 1'information encore disponible et de préserver la portion

restante du site.

- Un total dé i21m2 a 8té fouillé couvrant de facon systématique le

secteur du site qul se trouve en périphérie du banc d'emprunt. Deux

structures d'habitation (1 et 26) et deux =zones d'habitation ont &té

oﬁt‘éfé recueillis 3 partir des activités de terrain. Ces objets;"bien

‘que peu mnombreux et les donnes sur les traces d'établissement

‘1'utilisation, en 1986; de 1la portion .nord—ouest du site comme banc

."touchées par Ieé_travaUX archéologiques. Au'total,k23 objets lithiques,

enfegistrées confirment, néamoins, l'occupation du site par des groupes’

dorsétiens. Une occupation plus ancienne, vremontant d la période

ﬁrédorsétienne est aussi spéculée.

Les travaux de Ffouille archéologique ont mené 3 1'émission de

rcertaines' recommandations visant la protection des pdrtions._du site

JgEj-17 demeurées intactes., Il est notamment recommandé gue cesse tout
exploitation de ce banc d'emprunt et que 1'emplacement soit visé 3

intervalles réguliers. tout projet de construction soit précédé d'une
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' étude_'d'impact_ sur les ressources . archéologiques. Il est - aussi

recommandé _qﬁe tout projét de construction, indépendamment de leur

_importance, solt précédé d'une &tude d'impact sur les ressources

- archéologiques du tefritoire Inuit du Nouveau—-Québec.
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2.0 Description of the JgEj-17 site
2.1  TLocation and Setting

The JgEj-17 site is'located in the Municipality of Quaqtaq, Ungava

County, WNorthern Quebec, atl |(Figure ). It is
situated on the eastern sloﬁe of a tombolo, approximately 700m north~
northeast of the village and about 300m south-southwest of Little Lake -

Cove, on the northeastern coast of Diana Bay (Figure 2). The altitude of

the site varigs from roughly | |

The tombolo is forhéd_by a series of raised beach ridges éomposed;
at_Upper.elevations of medium-coarse gravel and, at the intermediate and

lower levels, of boulders mixed with coarse gravei.'These well-drained

marine deposits are bounded to the north and south by low bedrock hills

and, to the east, .by bedrock outcrops.-Otﬁer outcrops of varying extent '
are scattered throughout the norfhwestern- section of the site. As
suggested by observed habitation structures, the ﬁestefn boundary of the
site waé originally defined as cﬁrresponding to the crést of the
tombolo. However, this limit now is defined by the eastern edge of the
gravel pit. The beach ridges are bﬁrdered:to tﬁe northeast by a small
pond and wet drainage basiﬁ. A second pond 6§cﬁrs in'the southééstefn
sectibn'of the site. | | |

The site is approkimately 24,300m2 in overall extent, measuring

| - | While possible ctents rings are

'scattered throughout the locality, cleafly—definable habitation

structures were recorded only in the central and northern sections of

the site. This principal occupation area, orieated east-west, is 180m in -
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length by 95m in width. It covers roughly'17,300m2, equivalent to about

71% of the total site area.

Site vegetétion conéists preﬁdminantly of'loﬁ moSses and liéhenén
intermixed with_sparse gfasses and rare dwarf shfubéQ Sphagnum'colﬁnies
of varying'éxtent occﬁr on the'edges of the ponds and, as well, along

the northern and eastern bedrock 1iﬁits of the site.

2.2, TInventory Data

Archaeological inventory activities carried out in 1986 resulted
in the identification of 25 habitation structures and 2 features in the

JgEj—i7 site. The habitations_strucﬁures, occurring individually and in

clusters, are 'represented by 14 oval and 11 circular tent rings’

(Appendix 4). The former range from 1.90 x 1.70m to 3.40 x 2.80m in

dimengions and the 1atter, from'2.10 to 2.90m in diametre (Table 1).

' The features comprise a rock: alignment, 3.50m in length, and a .

hunting bliand méasuring 1.20m in length. Although the function of the

alignment remaiﬁs undetermined, a second blind may be indicated.

Surface cbllecting and test-pitting failed to yield any lithicé or
other ecultural .materials.' Nevgrtheiess, the characteristicé of_ the
habi;ation structures and the altitude of the loéality:were sufficient
to the interpretation of. a Dorset culture éffiliatibn for the site.
Also, 3 tent rings noted in the northwestern portion of tﬁe site prior
to the exploitation of the gravel pit suggested a possible Pre-Dorset

component. However, the obliteration of these structures by subsequeﬁt



Table 1. Principal features of the habltatlon structures identified on the JgEj l7 site,

STRUCTURE

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

Quaqtaq, Northern Quebec

SHAPE

circular
~gircular
oval
oval

':oval'
oval
oval
ovai
circﬁlar
citcular
oval
_cireular
oval

- oval
circular

oval

DIMENSIONS (m)

dia,
dia.

X 2,40

(1)

ORIENTATION

N/S

N/S

W/E
W/E
W/Et

W/E

N/S

N/S

NE/SW.

W/E



Table 1. (continued)

~ STRUCTURE

17
18
19
20

21

23
24
25
*26

*27.

~ dia.

'~ SHAPE

oval.
oval
~circular
circular
circular
cval;
oval
circular
clircular
~ circular

unknown

oriented toward magnetic North

,registéred_in 1987 field work

meter

diameter

DIMENSTIONS (m)

1,90 x 1,70

2,10 x 1,90

2,10 dia.

2,80 dia.
2,40 dia.
3,00 x 2,40

2,20 x 1,90

2,60 dia.

2,20 dia.
4,60 x 4,75

o

ORIENTATION(l)

W/E
W/E

W/E

W/SE
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construction work precluded confirmation of this suggested earlier’

occupation.

2.3 Site Disturbance

Initial inventory activities conducted in 1986 at the JgEj—i? site.
included the intensive visual inspection and limited test—pittiﬂg of the
western slope of the tombolo. This slope, immediately adjacent to the

site, had been proposed as a potential gravel pit for the construction

of foundations for the new Hydro—Quebec generating plant in the village.

-The inspection and sampling of the locality was carried out by Mr. Ian

Badgley,’Résident Archaéologist of Avataq, accompanied by Mr. Bob Déef,

President of the Tuvaaluk Landholding Corporation, and Mr. Daniel

'Latarte of les Entréprises Guy Latarte inc., the Hydro—Quebec

contractor. These activities proved negative, yielding no evidence of

 either prehistoric or historic Hhuman occupation in the proposed gravel

.pit. Also, in order to avoid disturbance of the JgEj-17 site, it ﬁas

agreed by all concetned fhat gravel exploitation ﬁork would bé
restriected to a distance of roughly 10m west of the 3 possible Pré—u
Dorset'tent rings. These structures, as well as otheré situated iﬁ clésé
proximity, were Indicated to.Mr. Deer and Mr. Lafar;e.

SubSequeﬁt‘.gravei ekploitation wﬁrk neveftheless inadvertently
extended some 30 to 35m into the nofthwestefn secfién of the site. This
eaétern extension, Qarying from 32 tq 40m in width, is bordered by mixed 

organic and mineral soils removed from the surface of the gravel pit.

These redeposited sediments oceupy a continuous band roughly 65m in

overall length and ranging from 2 to 8m in width. Also, the zone
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immedlately periphefal to the easterﬁ_edge'of the gravel pit-has been .'

disturbed by the passage of heavy tracked and wheeied machiﬁery. Traces

 of this surface disturbance extend 15 to 20m further eastward into the

site.

The gravel pit and redeposited sediments are estimated to cover

roﬁghly 1600m2' of the éite, representing approximately 9% of the

- principal ﬁccupation area. Although of only _moderéte significance in

terms of statisties, gravel pit exploitation work in this portion of the

.site has resulted in the complete destruction of 3 tent rings possibly

related _to Pre-Dorset occupation of the site. Another tent ring,
recbrded during the present project, has been partially 'destroyed.

Several others have been disturbed by machinery movement. Too, a number

of possible‘haﬁitation structures noted during the initial inspection of

the site have either been destroyed or buried beneath thé fedeposited"

'sediments.

Additional disturbance observed in the site‘éomprises a shallow
depressibn in the west—central section of the site, about 40m genefally

south of the gravel pit. This depresssion is approximately 10m in 1ength

. by 4m wide and roughly 20cm in.depth. It results from 1984 testing of

" the deposiﬁs'by the municipality using a front-end loader. Intensive

inspection of the zone tends to indicate that no archaeological

resources were disturbed by this testihg._
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3.0 Methodology -
'3.1 Project Objectives
‘The principal dbjedtives of the project were:

. to evaluate the extent of cultural deposits in and
adjacent to zones. disturbed by gravel pit explditatioh
work;

e to rescue cultural data occurring in these zones or
threatened to be disturbed by subsequent erosion;
. to reduce and stabilize .the' effects of erosion. on

archaeofogicai resources cbntained in the diéturﬁed
sectidn‘of the site; | |

. | to propose méasqres for the .mitigatién. of further
.impaéts on the site. |

The area concerned encompasses a 20-m wide band ‘immediatelﬁ

‘ pefipheral' to the eastern extremity of the gravel pit. This band, :

covering approxiﬁately 2000m2; extends 56 and 42m along the eastern and

southern edges of the gravel pit.
3.2 - Field Procedures
3.2.1 Site Gfidding_and Surface'Collecting

A grid system composed of intersecting bands 1 metre in width was

installed in the area defined using a Sokkisha theodolite and 2 60—m  
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surveyor chains. Bands oriented toward magnetic North wére seqhentially

numbered while those in east-west alignment were designated by.

alphabetical 1¢tters. The wvalue of the numbers And-iettteré increases
toward the éouth'énd west fespectively. Accordihgly, eéch équafe metre
was identified by an alpha—numeric code (ex.: AB46, 8229, etc. ).

The square méfreS'formed the basic units of excavation énd ‘data

registry. In order to insure accuracy of registration, each excavated

square metre was individually delimited by cords attached to 4 corner .

pins.

The whole of the area .as well as the redeposited soils bordering

the gravel pit were intensively_surfaée—collécted during and following '

the installation of the grid. This activity was oriented toward the

. recovered of any cultural materials occurring on the surface and the

identification of habitation structures or other features.

3.2.2 Samping and Excavations

Surface collecting was followed by sampling and controlled.

excavations. In all, 121m2 werea éxcavated,‘including 69 test pits. The

test pits, each lm2 in dimensions, were systematically executed at

~ intervals varying from 2 to 5m. In order to clarify certain

observations, a numer of contiguous test pits were excavated at several

locations.
Controlled excavations were organized in terms of the surface

collecting and sampling results. These excavations were centred

.principally on 2 habitation zones designated A and B. The first Of 
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these zones, situated 10m east of 'the gfaﬁel pit rim, is 34m2 in

extent. Habitation zone B is located 12m to the south and covers 11m2.

Both contain confirmed or inferred tent rings. Also, 7m2 were excavated

in Structure t26, an additional tent 'ring identifiéd during surface._

collecting.

3.2.3 Data Registratioh Techniques

g Unworked and unused lithic specimens'colléctgd on the éurface and
£ - from the excavatioﬁs were reglstered aqcording to_quadrant (50.x 50¢m)

- of the square méfre,-The stratigfaphic association of excavated wéste-
7 *lfiakes also wés noted..Alternatelﬁ, the.exact provenience of tools was

measured from the northern and eastern limits of the square metre.

The location of each individual artifact and representatiVe

‘*. S ' stratigraphic profiles in the habitation zones wére recorded aﬁ a scale
{:1 : | of 1:10. Too, detailed .plans of the excavated tent ringsP thé.
habitation zones, and the excavation area.wereﬁprepared at apprbpriatef
8 scales. These aspects as well as identified features and sevefal of the

test pits wers photographed in coloﬁr and black and white using 35mm

I cameras.

3.3, Landscaping

As afranged with the Tuvaaluk Corporation of Quaqtaq, the
4 disturbed section of the site was to have been landscaped following the
'”}' : completion of excavations in the study area. These arrangements

involved: 1. the leveling and grading of appropriate slopes along the




interior edges of the_eastern extension of the gravel pit using heavy

machinefy and; 2. the removal of the bulk of the redeposited'sedimenté

bordering.the extension.

13

It also was decided that, excavation results depending, several

continuous courses of rocks would be laid "along . the edge of the_”'

exterior:rim of the gravel pit extension. This activity was Suggested'

in order to minimize Ffurther disturbance of peripheral cultural

.deposits through the effects of subsequent downwash or other erosion.

However, the scant cultural materials revealed by thei excavations -

eliminated the necessity of implementing this suggested stabilization

measure.
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4.0 Archaeological Results

4.1 Site Strgtigraphy

Basicélly gimilar stratigpéphic profiles were observed thfoughout'

the majority of the excavation units. Thes profiles consist of a sand-

gravel horizon overlain by a discontinuous layer of sandy'humus. The

humus and, where absent, the gravel is capped by a thin, discontinuous -

mantle of vegetation, generally no more than 2cm in thickness.

The humus layer varles in thickness from 3 to 4ecm in Structure 26

and, in Habitation Zone A, frbm_ 2 to 8cm. A buried humus lense

3em in thickness and 24cm in diameter.

-underlying approximateiy 2cm of gravel occurs in CC27, in the western

" section of the zone; This lense, resting on a flagstone ié'roughlj 2-

The humus in Habitation Zone B, about 10cm in average thickness, 

attains a maximum thickness of 20cm. This development results from the

location of the zone in a shallow depression, a situation favouring the’

progressive accumulation of windblown and downwashed organic 'mattetg
The presence of short, thin sand lenses interspersed throughout the
layer tends to confirm such actions.

It is presumed that rocks placed in Habitation Zone B by

accumulation and retention of organic sedimeunts in the depression. For

example, rocks occurring in the humus layer were noted only in the

prehistoric occupants for settlement purposes further promdted the-

western part of the zone. All cobbles and flagstones éither naturally*‘

deposited or culfurallyfplaced in the remainder of this zone as well as

in all other excavation units are directly associated with the marine
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.graVel'ﬁofizbn. The absence of substantial humus development in these

units is explained by mbre efficient drainage and greater exposure to-_:

aeolian actiqn.

4.2  Habitation Structures

Field activities resulted in the almost complete and partial

excavation of Structures 1 and 26. The latter, lbcated approximately:

2lm generally southeast of the gravel bit, was 1identified during

; ;' | ; surface__cqlleéting in the study area. Another .ﬁreviously unrecorded
tent ring (i.e., Structure 27) also was registered on the immediété' R
norfheastern. perimetre: of  the gpével pit. .The greater ﬁart of this
structure has .beeﬁ destroyed or is buried benéath redéposited soil
sediments,

Structﬁ;es 1 and 26 are defined by circular alignments.of rocks
R | | measuring.ﬁ.QOmiand 4.70m in diémetfe respectively. Although a cirecular
tent ring.is suggésted, neither the  form nor diﬁenéioﬁs of Structure 2?
are definable,

A loose concentration of flagstones in Structure 1 possibly
fepresents the remains of a.pgvad mid-passage (c.f;, Figure 3)..0ther
features relatéd to ﬁrehistoric settlemenﬁ in Habitation Zéne.A include
an intersectiﬁg  roék alignment 1{neér coﬂcéntrétion of .cobbies and
flagstones. The alignment, about 4.50m.in iength, extends northeastward

from CC26 ﬁé BZ23. The concentration is roughly lm in width by 6m long,

extending toward the north-northwest from CC28 into CE22. Although the
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? _ Appendix 2. Céta1ogue of tighic_Specimeﬁs, JgEj-17, Quaqtagq, Nértﬁéfn
ke : Quebec., ' _ .
‘Yo - ITEM KB o raw ~, PROVENIENCE
MATERTAL  m LEVEL ~ QUADRANT
1 flake BT chert pu24 _'11 s
2 Flake L chert - BU25. T NE
3 ~ flake o ~ cheért BY25i' 11 Nw '
zs 4 flake 1  chert  BZl6 o W
) cox_'e _ ’
i 5 flake 1  chert cD26 I SW
j 6 flake 3 chert  CE43 R
i 7 flake .1 chert o431t NE
o 8__'. fiakgs (7) 5 -' crystali © CG35 . surfdce SW
; : quartz :
- 9 flake 1 - chert - CL49 T W
{5 10 flake 1 © chert -6149 I i SE'
11 flake 1 chert  aw9 11 SE
- 12 flake :_ 1 chert o CK59 IT NW 
13 flake 1  chert cL59 1 N
_ 1 flake . chert M5  surface NE
- 15. . flake 1 | che;t'- ;' 'DG43 17 W
| | 16 : flake.. 1 '.metabasait .DH43 B 1 - NW
B 17 flake . . 1° - i 1ky i DJ43 Li _ sE
quartz ' : - oo
; R - 18 flake 1 chert | DL42 surface SWV
B .19  flake .: L | -éhert. DsS63 surface SE
E core ' o :
] Total: 23
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Genevral view of the study area, JgEj-17, and of the
extension of the

eastern

toward the southwest. The 45
gallon drums were set-up In 1986 in order to prevent

further
gravel explolitation work in the site.

gravel pilt,

Photo 2. General

view of the
northwest.

gravel plt extension toward the




Photo 3. View of the eastern portlon of the study area, toward the
north-northwest. Note cedeposited sediments on east rim of
gravel pit.

Photo 4. View of the southern portion of the study area, toward the
east. Note surface disturbance by heavy tracked vehicle in
foreground.




Photo 5. Sampling and excavation work, view to the south.

Photo 6. Excavation in Habitation Zone A, view to the east.




Photo 7. Habitation Zone A toward the west. Excavated structure 1 1is
situated in the foreground.

Photo 8. Habitation Zone A to the southeast. Note excavated rock
alignment in right-centre of photo.




Photo 9. Humus lense in Habitation Zone A, CC 27.

g

Photo 10. View to the south of structure 26 before excavation. The
scale is located in the centre of the tent ring.




Photo 1l. Structure 26 partially excavated, to the south, The scale 1is
‘ in the centre of the tent ring.

Photo 12. FExcavated rock concentration 1in CK-CM 59, on the eastern
periphery of structure 26. View to the north.




western periphery

¥

CQ-CR 59

in
to the south

rock concentration

Excavated

Photo 13.

ture 26

view

3

of struc

.

Zone B

1on

iew to the east of excavation In Habitat

v

Photo 14.



Photo 15.

Habitation Zone B to the south..

Photo 16.

Excavated rock alignment in CC-CD 41-43, Habitation Zone B.



Photo 17. Detail of rock alignment, CD 42, Habitation Zone B.

Photo 18. View to the east of excavation units CK-CN 48-50.




Photo 19. Test pits on eastern periphery of gravel pit, toward the
north.
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function of these features remains undetermiﬁéd, 2 or wmore tent

structures are implied.

;'~Similéf1y, multiple occupations are indigated by the distribution. -

several tent rings are suggested, the limited extent of excavations in
this zone do not allow any single habitation structure to be

distinguished. On the other hand, these excavations have revealed”at

- least 1 feature composed of ' a concentration of rocks. This

concentration, situated in CC-CD41-43, is roughly 2.20 x 1.60m in

dimensions and may repreéent'a hearth area. Also, rock alignments noted

in the eastern and western sections of the zone may corréspond to tent

ring perimetres.

4.3 Lithic Specimeuns

‘of rocks recorded in Habitation Zone B (Figure 5). However, while’

A total of 23 lithic specimens were recovered in the study area

(Appendix 2). Of these specimens, 6 were collected on the surface and .

17 from the excavations. All of the latter were associated with the

underlying sand-gravel horizon.

The collection comprises 21 waste flakes resulting from 1ithic

tool manufacture and 2 fragmentary flake cores. Seventeen of these

objeects occurred in or on the immediate periphery of the excavated

structures or habitation zones. The other 6 specimens were recuperated

in inter—stfuttural zones {(Table 2).

Eighteen specimens, representiﬁg approximately 78% of the
collection, are 1in chert. Other raw materials noted ihcluded'quartz

crystal (3 flakes), milky quartz (1 flake), and metabasalt (1 flake)..




Table 2. bummary of llthlc specimens recovered accordlng to excavation unlt JgEj 17,

Quaqtaq, Northern Quebec.

‘Surface

Habitation zone A%* -
“(including
structure 1)
Habitation zone B _ -
Structure 26 . 1 '
Interstructural
areas* . o 5-

Total 6

*Each'including'a flake core fragment

Excavated

Sguares _

17

Total

23

02
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4.4, Organic Remains

Organic remains are tepresentéd by 2 short, thin lenses of

‘carbonized grease observed in DB54. As both of these lenses were of

-was sampled.

insufficient quantity and quality for dating or other analysés, neither ;.
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5.0. Preliminary Interpretations

The limited number of lithies collected and habitation information

recorded do not permit any comprehensive archaeological interpretation

‘of the chronology or nature of prehistoric occupations in the.study"

area. However, certaln of the data recovered confirm occupation of this

area by groups of the Dorset culture. These data include the lithic raw

material categories (notably the quartz and metabasalt specimens) and,

" to a somewhat lesser extent, the forms and dimensions of Structures 1

and'26. In addition, the altitude of this portion of the site tends to
sﬁggeét that these occupations may be related to the -Early Dorset

phase;'Alfhough as yet poorly understood in northwestern Ungava Bay,

this phase may date in the region to the earlj centuriés of the last

millenium B.C.

The high altitude further allows speculation on the possibility

that the étudy afea_was initially occupied by Pre—Dofset groups. In

this respecﬁ, it is noted that Pre-Dorset sitgé kﬁéwn.in the region
also contain circular tent .rings of vérious dimeﬁsions. Too, lithie
coilections from sites of this cultures in Ungava inciude spécimens in
both quartz crystal and milky quartz. However, as no diagnosticallj
Pre—Dorsét implements were recovered,'this poésible Early Palaecoeskimo

occupation of the locality remains uhconfirmed..

As concerns settlement, the presence of only tent rings suggests

_that the site was occupied principaliy during "ﬁon—winter"' seasons.

Moreover, the number, distribution, and dimensions of these structures '

suggest multiple— re-occupations by numerically ‘small _populatipns

composed of | or, at most, several uuclear families. While the blind
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indicates carlbou hunting at' the site, the absence of osteological

remains from the excavations precludes any interpretation of the

economic orientations of the groups who occupied the site.
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© 6.0 Reédmméndatidns.

Archaeological activities carried dut:in the JgEj-17 site were’

oriented toward the salvage and stabilization of prehistoriq'cultural

- deposits situated-on the_periphery‘of a grével pit extending into the

northwestern portion of the site. The resdlts of these activities'nbt
only illustrate a scarcity of cultural materials in the. study aréa
coﬁcerned but also tend to indicate that thé qﬂantitaﬁivé bulk §f theég
materials has been rescued. -Consequénfiy, no further archaeoiogiéal
salvage exéavations are recommendede in the site, the 'study area

included.

: However, the protection of the remaining portions of the site as

well as the circumstances engendering the present project aré of

concern. It is therefore recommended:

. that the Tavaaluk Landholding Corporation implement measures
for the protéction of the JgEj—173 site from_ further

disturbance;

Specifically,'it is recommended that exploitation of "the gravel‘

ﬁit be permanently discontinuéd' and that all vehicles (snowmobiles

included) be prohibited from crossingithe site. The implementation of

the latter recommendation would Involve: l. informing the 1ocal
community of the location and importance of the site and; 2. setting-up
clearly visible markers on the boundaries of the site most accessible to

vehicle traffic. It is felt that such markers would be most effective if

placed on the northwestern and northeastern limits of the site. Empty:
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45-gallon drums filled with rocks or promlnent wooden stakes cduId'be_"'

‘used for this purpose.

It also is proposed that the site be archaeologically monitored at

regular intervals. This monitoring would involve:

- ﬁhe_périodic visu&l’inépéétion of disturbed zones;

- tﬁe Systematic colléctibn and régistration.of.cﬁiturai
.data_observed in theée zones;

- 'ﬁhe photography of distrubed or other zones yielding'._.
cultural data through.erosion..

;7 - o It.is suggested phat site be monitored in late spring-early summer

and in.autumn by.a local Inﬁk resident trained.in basfc-aréhaeoloéiqal

field techniques.

. .that- all future Hydro—Quebeé construction projects,
regardless of scope, in Northern Quebec Inuit territories

— R be preceded by an g:chaedlogical impact study;

This regommendétiﬁn is forwardéd in the interest of mitigating the
impacts of future construction wofks on both known and possible
archaeological resources. The.proposed étudies would involve, firstly,
T ' the évaluation §f the archaeologiéal ppténtial_of plannéd constrdétion'
“.  ' L localities and, fesults depending, field survey of the 1ocalitité§; The.
potential studyIWOuld focus on the‘reséarch éf relevant archaeological

documents, topographic maps, airphotos, and other available records.

This library research {s essential to the determination of known
= archaeological sites and possible site locatioms. It will clarify,

further, the necessity of undertaking fieldrsurvey. For example, certain
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zones already exteﬁsively disturbed by constructidn_activities, such as

surveyed. Conversély; all zones of high “and moderate archaeological
pdtential determined from 1library research’ shoﬁld be systématically
inventoried in the field.

In order to be of any use, the studies and surveys need be carried

_ previously_ developed building ~ lots in the villages, need wnot be

out at "least. one year prior to the beginning of planned construction-

work. Such scheduling is -'necessary for the development and, more

importantly, the implementation' of meaéures. for the mitigation of

construction impacts on any archaeological resources possibly occurring

in the areas:studied.




7.0  Personnel

Salvage activities at the JgEjf17 site were carried dut'by a field

-erew composed of S‘Inuit'archaeologicél assistants: Tommy Weetaiuktuk
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and Noah Naktairaluk, both from inukjuak; Janice Deer of_Quaqtaq, Bobby

Grey from Kangirsuk, and Pasha Keelan, resident of Taqpangayuk.'Thése

by Miss Ghyslaiﬁe Labelle. Mr. Gendron replaced Mr. Luc Litwinionek who,
for medical reasons, was unable to participate in the field activities.

Also, Mr. Ién Badgley; Resident Archaeologist of Avataq 1n charge of the

individuals were supervized by Mr. Daniel Gendron, crew chief, assisted

projéct,. was involved only in site gridding, due’ to his recall to

Montreal for administrative meetings.

The'field crew was assisted by a_JapaﬁeSe.team'consisting of Mr.:

Kiyoshi Yamaura, professor of archaeology at Kikiyu University, Tokyo;

and Mr._Kaoru Tezuka and Miss Naomi Kameda, Masters' students at Waseda

University, also in Tokyo. This team, éo—directed by Mr. Henry Stewart

of Mejiru Gakuen Women's College, Tokyo, was invited to participate in

:

these excavations in prepartion for an international ~archaeological’

research project.initiated later at the Nunajingok site, near Killinek

Iéland.

The present report was written in French by Mr. Gendron and

translated into English by Mr. Badgley, The Inukttitut summary was

prepared by Mr. Tommy Weetaluktuk. The figures, site plans, and
stratigraphic profiles were drafted by Mr. Barry Doherty of NAR Design.
This reprot has been'type& by Miss Barbara Halawnicki, secetary of the

 Avataq Archaeology Department.
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